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WESTERN AUSTRALIAN PRIMARY SCHOOLS, ADMINISTRATION AREA UPGRADE 

89. Mr P.B. WATSON to the Minister for Education and Training: 
I understand the minister has today announced a program to upgrade administration areas in several Western 
Australian primary schools.  Will the minister please tell the House more about the program - 

Several members interjected. 

The SPEAKER:  Order, members! 

Mr P.B. WATSON:  The Opposition might think this is funny, but this is very important to my area.  Will the 
minister please tell the House more about the program and advise whether any schools in Albany are on the list? 

Mr A.J. CARPENTER replied: 
First, I want to thank the member for Albany for the question and for his excellent advocacy for education in his 
area.  What a great member of Parliament he is.   

Mr J.L. Bradshaw:  You say that every time you get up and answer a question. 

Mr A.J. CARPENTER:  I do not bother when the member for Murray-Wellington asks me a question! 

This is a wonderful day for Albany.  I thank the people and schoolchildren of Albany for coming to see us here 
in Parliament today.  I hope they are getting a bit of an education.  It is very interesting, is it not?  This morning I 
was at Spencer Park Primary School.  I note that the principal, Allan Dowsett, is in the audience today and so are 
members of the school community.  I thank them for the invitation to their school, and I congratulate them on the 
magnificent educational outcome they are delivering.  I was at the school to inform the principal that Spencer 
Park Primary School is the beneficiary of a $400 000 allocation for capital upgrades. 

Mr A.D. McRae:  That is fantastic. 

Mr A.J. CARPENTER:  It is.  It is a wonderful school, and it will be even better when we put in the $400 000 to 
improve the facility for the very hardworking administration staff.  There is probably not one person in this room 
who would not agree that this State Government is doing a great job in education - not a person with any 
semblance of intelligence, anyway.   

The $400 000 for Spencer Park Primary School is part of a $3 million project for capital upgrades for 13 schools 
in Western Australia.  I have been listening, as we always must, to the comments from the Opposition about this 
being a city-centric party in government.  The Premier is from Geraldton; the Deputy Premier is from Nyabing; I 
am from Albany; and the Minister for the Environment is from York.  We have more country members on this 
side than the Opposition has on the other side.  Most opposition members live in Perth.  They do not know where 
their electorates are any more.  I listened to those comments about the city-centric nature of our policies.  
Members should listen to the list of 13 schools - 

Mr J.H.D. Day:  Why don’t you try to give a serious speech on education for once?  

Mr A.J. CARPENTER:  I say to the member for Darling Range that I find this whole experience hair-raising 
with excitement; I honestly do.  The 13 schools include Bencubbin Primary School - that must be on the 
outskirts of Perth; Buntine Primary School - who said it was a city-centric Government; Jerdacuttup Primary 
School; Leeming Primary School, which is in Perth; Marble Bar Primary School; Spearwood Alternative School; 
Brunswick -  

Point of Order 
Mr R.F. JOHNSON:  I have a point of order. 

Several members interjected. 

The SPEAKER:  Order, members! 

Mr R.F. JOHNSON:  I will ignore the rude remarks from the member for Perth and his colleagues.  The point of 
order is that this question was from the member for Albany about an Albany school.  We have a shortened 
question time today.  The Opposition has some very serious questions of the Government to hold it accountable.  
We understand the dorothy dix situation; we accept that.  However, when the Minister for Education and 
Training goes on for too long, as he always does, it means that the Opposition will not be able to ask its 
questions.  I ask that the minister just table the document. 

The SPEAKER:  The question was about the program that was announced by the minister, not necessarily about 
the allocation to Albany.  However, it is correct that we have a shortened question time, and I ask the minister to 
quickly bring his answer to a conclusion. 
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Questions without Notice Resumed 
Mr A.J. CARPENTER:  I will do that.  I will finish the list and then I will sit down.  The list includes Brunswick 
Primary School, Jolimont Primary School, Kensington Primary School, Orange Grove Primary School, Spencer 
Park Primary School, Tranby Primary School and White Gum Valley Primary School.  It is a great program, and 
we are doing a lot of good work, with $133 million allocated to capital works.  I thank the member for Albany 
for his excellent work.  
 


